Legal opinion on position paper: withholding treatment.
We have reviewed carefully the position paper and wish to provide the Association with our opinion with respect to the legal implications involved. This is one paper which clearly supports the "right to life" of newly born retarded or mentally defective infants. In our opinion, this position is entirely within the law. However, the paper does raise a number of significant legal questions which we believe warrant consideration. It is our respectful opinion that a physician, when faced with a situation of parental choice to withhold treatment, should seek the guidance of the Court and only withhold treatment or administer treatment with the back-up of a Court order.